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In This Issue
Slow-moving planets hang 
around	for	years.	Pluto	contin-
ues to raise our consciousness 
and	press	our	buttons	as	the	
rest of the planets visit him 
over	the	next	several	years.	In	
this issue, Marilyn Muir, a past 
president of SFAA, educates 
us	about	the	cardinal	T-square.	
The square is activated when a 
transiting	planet	hits	00	Cancer	
or	00	Libra.	Pluto	and	Uranus	
continue their challenging visit 
into	2015.	The	Libra	ingress	
shows the Sun completing the 
T-square.
 An article entitled 
“Libra Ingress” from Agent 12 
Julija,	an	Australian	astrologer,	
echoes Marilyn’s emphasis on 
accentuating the positive in our 
lives.	Astrology	gives	us	clues	
to the energies that are continu-
ing	to	manifest.
 At the same time, things 
are	happening	in	the	real	sky.	
A fourth moon orbiting Pluto 
has	been	discovered.	No	matter	
what you think about his status 
as a dwarf planet, Pluto still 
rules the underworld and the 
edge of our previously known 
solar	system.
 Our September meeting 
with Brenda Brush set the stage 
for the year by introducing up-
coming	transits.	More	informa-
tion is forthcoming at our next 
two	meetings.	In	October,	Gary	
P.	Caton	will	educate	us	about	
eclipses and Mercury cycles 
– two ongoing energies that 
occur several times during the 
year.	Kelly	Surtees,	November’s	
speaker, will talk about
progressions	and	transits.
 May Pluto aspects bring 
you blessings!

— Alice Kashuba

○ 

○

○

○

LAST PICTURE OF 
ATLANTIS IN SPACE

Thursday, July 21, 2011, 
space shuttle Atlantis landed 
at NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center, wrapping up the 
final mission of NASA’s 
space shuttle program. 
At 08:27:48 UT, just 21 
minutes before the de-orbit 
burn, astrophotographer 
Thierry Legault captured 
what might be the last 
picture of Atlantis in 
space – and it was a solar 
transit. Because Atlantis 
was passing over Europe 
in broad daylight, the only 
way to catch it would be 
in silhouette against the 
Sun. Its duration was only 
0.9 seconds and Atlantis 
appeared on four images.”
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Continued on page 4

Libra Ingress 
2011
By Agent 12 Julija 
Cosmic Intelligence Agency (C*I*A)

The	Sun	enters	Libra	at	9:05	UTC	
on	23	September	2011.	This	is	the	
spring equinox in the southern 
hemisphere and the autumnal 
equinox in the northern 
hemisphere.	At	all	points	on	
the globe, the length of day and 
night	will	be	equal.	This	is	the	
third of the four cardinal points 
of the zodiacal wheel that occur 
each calendar year following the 
Aries	Equinox	and	the	Cancer	
Solstice, and preceding the 
Capricorn	Solstice. 
 Libra is the sign of the 
balance, the only sign of the 
zodiac that is represented by an 
inanimate	object.	It	is	the	sign	
that is exactly halfway around 
the circle of the ecliptic, the 
point of mediation between the 
beginning	and	the	end.	Being	
a cardinal sign, it is associated 
with initiation of change, and 
being an air sign, it is concerned 
with the abstract principles 
behind	reality.	Being	the	dignity	
of Venus and the exaltation of 
Saturn, Libra represents the 
exacting standards to which 
the highest aesthetic must 
conform, the sweet harmony 
of mathematical and geometric 
perfection, the perfectly balanced 
judgment that corrects the 
unjust.
 Hence, it is in the sign of 
Libra that we see the universal 
experiences of role-playing in 
relationships, argument and 
counter-argument, thesis and 
antithesis, forever aiming to 
achieve the optimum balance 
between	parties.	When	the	Sun	
enters Libra, it is a good time 
to	reflect	on	the	social	side	of	

our lives – how we relate to those 
around us, whether partners, 
friends, enemies, employers, 
employees,	parents	and	children.	
It requires us to be proactive to 
maintain a sense of composure 
and balance in our dealings with 
people	in	general.	We	have	to	
give as well as take; to be gallant, 
dignified	and	civil;	and	to	be	
responsive	in	kind.	This	means	
entering a game of sorts, but 
playing	by	the	rules.
 Both Venus and Saturn are 
also placed in Libra at the time of 
the equinox, which underlines the 
current	significance	of	the	theme	
of	justice	in	the	world	at	present.	
When	it	comes	to	relationships	
between social partners, are 
the rules being followed or are 
certain people above the law? Is 
there one set of rules governing 
appropriate behavior for one 
group that somehow doesn’t 
apply to another? Is this fair? How 
much	respect	does	the	law	attract,	
and how relevant are judicial 
institutions when it comes to the 
real issues at play in the wider 
world – issues like sovereignty, 
democratic process, corporate 

accountability and labor laws?
 The Sun is opposite 
Uranus	and	square	Pluto,	
underlining	the	Uranus-Pluto	
square	that	is	getting	closer	to	
its	first	exact	pass	(which	will	
be	mid-2012).	The	pressure	is	
building to fever pitch, as the 
tensions build between the 
corporate and banking oligarchy 
– and their ever more desperate 
grab for power and resources 
– and the anarchistic forces of 
individuals determined to stand 
up for the rights of human beings 
and	to	fight	the	totalitarian	
tendencies descending on the 
world.
	 As	Uranus	squares	off	
on Pluto, the revolutionary 
insistence on human freedom 
clashes with the totalizing, 
dehumanizing and atomizing 
imperative that lies at the heart 
of systems of social control and 
mass	conformity.	With	the	Sun	in	
Libra, the light shines on the role 
that we each play in this stand-
off	–	which	side	do	we	stand	on,	
or do we continue to sit on the 
fence for the sake of staying out 
of the fray?

Libra 
Ingress 
2011

23	September		
9:05	UTC	
Unplaced	
Chart,	
Natural 
Houses
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 It may not be possible 
to stay on the sidelines much 
longer.	At	the	time	of	this	
equinox, there is a close 
conjunction of the Moon and 
Mars in early Leo, closely trine 
Uranus	in	early	Aries.	This	
trine	in	fire	signs	represents	the	
passion	of	fiery	imagination,	
bold visions of the future and 
strongly expressed feelings of 
anger	and	demands	for	freedom.	
Tempers run high as dramatic 
displays of frustration over the 
slow pace of change take centre 
stage.
	 What	do	you	really	feel?	
Maybe you should just come 
out and say it – declare your 
intuitions and stand up for your 
views – just don’t lose your cool 
completely.	From	grand	gestures	
to theatrical shows to childish 
tantrums – the season that is 
upon us draws out the more 
expressive	emotional	displays.	
The Moon and Mars are also 
in	quincunx	(150º)	to	Pluto,	
highlighting the long-term,
deep-set pressures slowly 
building that have been festering 
away in our psyche and making 
people uncomfortable and 
mistrustful	of	the	powers	that	be.
	 With	Jupiter	still	in	
Taurus, but now retrograde, 
progress may seem slower or 
traction	more	difficult	to	achieve.	
It may feel like success is 
harder	to	attain,	or	like	positive	
developments	are	less	frequent.	
This is a time to review the plans 
for future expansion, to check 
if they accord with the practical 
reality	of	available	resources.	
Paring back unrealistic plans 
now may save a lot of wasted 
time	and	energy	later.
 Mercury is strong in its 
exaltation in Virgo, “up and at 
it” early as it now rises before 
the	Sun.	It	sextiles	the	Moon	

and	Mars	and	opposes	Ceres,	
the goddess of spring and the 
flourishing	of	organic	life	on	earth.	
Mercury’s position tells of what 
will be most talked about in the 
coming three months, what we will 
hear the most about in the media, 
what will be circulating most 
frequently	on	the	airwaves.
 Here we see that Mercury 
in Virgo is concerned with 
efficiency,	health	and	economy.	
Mercury has always been 
associated with trade – as in 
merchants	and	commerce.	As	
the banking troubles reverberate 
throughout the world, we can see 
ever more clearly the unhealthy 
contrast between poverty and 
waste, consumerist greed and 
the corruption that prohibits the 
effective	delivery	of	services.	The	
opposition	to	Ceres	indicates	a	
direct	dialogue	with	Mother	Earth.	
We	are	very	conscious	of	her	
mighty natural powers with many 
earth	changes	and	shifts	predicted	
in the coming months as well as 
the closest approach to Earth of 
the comet “Elenin” at the end of 
September.

 The sign of Virgo becomes 
important in another way over 
the	next	few	months.	Around	
November	2011,	the	fixed	star	
Regulus moves from Leo into 
Virgo.	Regulus,	associated	with	
prestige, power and glory, has 
been in tropical Leo for the last 
2,160	years	–	how	appropriate	for	
a world ruled by powerful elites 
and societies ruled by money and 
power.
 Now Regulus moves into 
the sign of service, resourceful-
ness, technology, skill and duty 
as we are becoming increasingly 
aware of waste, global resources, 
ecology	and	efficiency.	Perhaps	
those who learn to adapt an 
attitude	of	service	to	the	sacred,	
the planet Earth, her precious 
resources and the healing of the 
planet will be the new heroes of 
the	next	2,160	years	as	Regulus	
makes its slow transit through 
Virgo.	With	Neptune	opposite	for	
the	first	few	years	of	this	shift	of	
Regulus, we are not quite assured 
of what is to come next, nor what 
the new heroes will be like, or in 
fact	who	they	are	yet.
	 So	this	is	a	time	to	reflect	
on whether events in the world 
and in our lives are conforming 
to our sense of universal justice, 
and then to make a decision 
about where we stand in the 
various dilemmas that we face 
in	everyday	life.	This	may	seem	
like we have to take sides, but 
sometimes taking sides is the 
appropriate thing to do, so long 
as we pick the right side! This 
requires the sort of consideration, 
fairness and poise naturally 
associated with Libra, even in 
the	face	of	the	fiery	intensity	
and theatrics of passionately 
expressed	views.
 During this Libra Equinox, 
focus your intention on the role 

Continued on next page
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SFAA 2011-12 
Schedule

 October 13th    Gary P. Caton
 Eclipses: Transformation via 
 the Cosmic Dragon

 October 15th    Gary P. Caton
 Cycles of Mercury: 
 Transformation via the 
 Trickster

 November 3rd     Kelly Surtees
 Secondary Progressions 

 November 5th     Kelly Surtees
 Combining Transits and  
 Secondary Progressions 

 December Holiday Party TBA

 January 6th & 7th

(Friday	&	Saturday)
	Christeen	Skinner

 February 2nd & 4th

	Chris	King

 March 1st & 3rd

 Demetra George

 April 12th &14th

 Faith McInerny

 May 3rd & 5th

 No meetings as they would 
compete	with	the	United	
Astrology	Congess	(UAC)
 
 All meetings and workshops 
	take	place	at	the	Ft. 
	Lauderdale	Airport	Hilton.
	Weeknight	meetings	start	at 
	7	p.m.,	and	Saturday 
	workshops	start	at	10:30	a.m.

	For	meetings,	the	cost	is	$25 
	(SFAA	members	pay	only	 
	$20).	The	workshop	fee	is	$55 
	($45	for	SFAA	members).

Libra Ingress
(continued from page 4)

you play in the relationships 
in your life, and on how you 
can contribute to a greater 
sense of justice in the world 
through active engagement with 
opposing views, so that a clearer, 
more considered and fairer 
outcome	can	emerge.	

About the Author

Julija	is	a	full	time,	professional	
astrologer living and working in 
Melbourne, Australia, available 
for consultations for astrology 
and dreamwork, also teaching, 
writing	and	workshops.	The	
C*I*A	and	this	article	can	be	
accessed	at: 
http://www.
cosmicintelligenceagency.
com/2011/2011/09/libra-ingress-
2011/

Gary P. Caton

Thursday, Oct. 13

Eclipses: Transformation via the 
Cosmic Dragon
This talk is about using Eclipses 
for	personal	empowerment.	We’ll	
take a look at the mythology of 
Eclipses and the astronomy of 
the	Eclipses	and	Nodes.	Then	
we’ll see how to identify nodal 
themes in the chart and use 
audience examples to show how 
the	Dragon’s	head	(North	Node)	is	
bringing in new energy for growth, 
and	the	Dragon’s	tail	(South	Node)	
is releasing old energy that is no 
longer	useful.	Finally,	we’ll	use	
audience examples to show how 
to use the planetary rulers of the 
Nodes	for	personal	growth.

Saturday, Oct. 15 
 
Cycles of Mercury:
Transformation via the Trickster 

It has been said that we live in the 
Information	Age.	How	we	process	
and deliver information is crucial 
to our success in this rapid-paced 
technological	world.	Come	join	us	
to gain a deeper understanding 
of how Mercury functions in your 
charts.

Were	you	born	while	he	
was Morning Star, Evening Star or 
invisible	in	the	Underworld?	How	
does this change by progression? 
This workshop will answer all 
your	questions.	Be	sure	to	bring	
your natal and progressed charts 
as we’ll outline several techniques, 
apply them to your charts and 
even break into discussion 
groups.	You	will	leave	with	lots	
of new information, which will 
add tremendous depth to your 
understanding and delineation of 
this	crucial	planet.

About Gary Caton

Internationally acclaimed 
astrologer	Gary	P.	Caton	is	an	
eclectic astrologer who embraces 
an organic, process-oriented 
approach of spiritual 

Continued on page 6
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exploration	via	the	living	sky.	
Gary has studied spirituality 
and	metaphysics	for	20	years.	
After	exploring	shamanism	and	
the	Tarot,	in	1993	his	life	was	
changed	by	a	magnificent	dream	
where he was shown planetary 
alignments and became an 
astrologer.	Gary	practices	soul-
centered astrology, specializing 
in focusing your spiritual vision 
and co-creatively moving dreams 
toward	reality.

Gary holds a degree in 
counseling and has developed 

Kelly Surtees

Nov. 3 & 5, 2011

Combining Secondary 
Progressions and Transits 
 
Predictions are one of the most 
asked	about	services	by	clients.	
On Thursday night, we’ll 
explore one of the relatively 
recent predictive techniques 
–	secondary	progressions.	Come	
along to learn about what they 
are, how can they help time life, 
and	which	progressions	matter	
most.
 On Saturday, we’ll see 
progressions in action, using 
the	charts	of	those	in	attendance	
and some celebrity examples to 
reveal how combining secondary 
progressions and transits can 
help you create insightful, well-
timed	predictions.
 Along the way, we’ll 
touch on Fixed Stars, consider 
the best use of aspects and 
discuss how progressions and 
transits change according to 
planetary	strength. 
 

About Kelly Surtees

Predictive astrologer Kelly 
Surtees	offers	personal	
astrological chart sessions 
to individuals, couples, 
families and companies 
around	the	world.	A	full-time	
astrologer and writer since 
2002,	Kelly	runs	an	18-month	
Practical Astrology Training 
Program,	in	Australia,	Canada	
and	online.	She	is	respected	
internationally for her insight, 
skill and knowledge, and 
has lectured at conferences 
in	Australia,	Canada	and	the	
United	States.	 
 Kelly holds the FAA 
Practitioner’s Diploma 
qualification	from	the	Federation	
of Australian Astrologers and 
has	studied	at	Kepler	College.	
She also holds a Diploma in 
Holistic	Counselling	and	Life	
Care	from	Nature	Care	College	
and	is	a	qualified	Remedial	
Massage	Therapist	(Australia).	 
	 Between	March	2005	
and	March	2008,	Kelly	ran	the	
Young	Astrologers	Association	
(YAA)	in	Sydney,	Australia,	to	
support the growth and training 
of	astrology’s	next	generation.	
In	2006,	she	was	awarded	the	
Allan Johnson Silver Medal twice 
– for Astrological Excellence in 
both	Chart	Calculation	and	
Dynamic Techniques/Predictions 
by the Federation of Australian 
Astrologers.	In	2008,	she	was	the	
runner-up for the Doris Greaves 
Gold Medal award, the highest 
award	offered	by	the	FAA.
 Kelly’s numerous 
columns and feature articles on 
astrology, health, creativity and 
wellness have appeared around 
the globe in magazines such 
as The Mountain Astrologer, 
WellBeing Magazine, Marie Claire, 
New Woman, More and The Sun 

his own unique multidiscipline 
approach	to	astrology	over	18	
years.	He	resides	in	Western	
North	Carolina	near	the	Smoky	
Mountains and the ancient 
homeland	of	the	Cherokee.	
Asheville is the hometown of 
writer	Thomas	Wolfe	and	has	been	
a destination for seekers of healing 
since	the	mid-19th	century.

You	can	learn	more	about	
Gary	P.	Caton	at	his	website,	http://
www.DreamAstrologer.com or 
contact him at dreamastrologer@
yahoo.com.

About Gary Caton   (continued from page 5)

Bring	along:
•	 Your	birth	chart	as	a 

stand-alone chart
• A bi-wheel with your 

secondary progressions 
outside your birth chart

•	 Your	ephemeris
• Pen/paper

Readings by Kelly

Kelly Surtees will be available for 
readings	on	Friday,	November	4th.	
She	charges	$150/hour,	but	will	
only charge $100/hour to those 
clients	who	attend	Saturday’s	
workshop.	Please	e-mail	Kelly	at	
admin@kellysurtees.com, so you 
can	book	a	reading	directly.

continued on page 7
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Continued on page 8

About Kelly Surtees
(continued from previous page) 

Herald.	Kelly	currently	writes	
as “Kosmic Kelly” on astrology.
com.	Since	2008	Kelly	has	co-
edited	the	annual	WellBeing	
Astrology Guide – the same 
publication to which she has 
contributed extended annual 
horoscopes since its inception 
in	2005.	Kelly’s	website,	www.
kellysurtees.com, has been 
running	since	2002.

Credit: Science@NASA
Production editor: Dr. Tony Phillips

July 20, 2011—Astronomers 
using the Hubble Space 
Telescope have discovered a 

Hubble Discovers Another New 
Moon around Pluto 

fourth moon orbiting the icy 
dwarf	planet	Pluto.	The	tiny,	new	
satellite – temporarily designated 
S/2011 P1 – was discovered by 
the	Hubble’s	Pluto	Companion	
Search	Team	on	June	28,	2011,	
using	the	Wide	Field	Camera	3	
during	an	attempt	to	find	any	
rings	that	Pluto	might	possess.	
Further observations were made 
on	July	3rd	and	July	18,	2011,	and	
it	was	verified	as	a	new	moon	on	
July 20th.
 The new moon – also 
known	as	P4	–	is	the	smallest	
discovered	around	Pluto.	It	
has an estimated diameter of 
8	to	21	miles	(13	to	34	km).	By	
comparison, Pluto’s largest moon 
Charon	is	648	miles	(1,043	km)	

This composite of two Hubble images shows Pluto’s four satellites in 
motion.

across, and Pluto’s other moons, 
Nix and Hydra, are in the range 
of	20	to	70	miles	in	diameter	(32	
to	113	km).

“I	find	it	remarkable	
that Hubble’s cameras enabled 
us to see such a tiny object so 
clearly from a distance of more 
than	3	billion	miles	(5	billion	
km),” said Mark Showalter of 
the SETI Institute in Mountain 
View,	California,	who	led	this	
observing	program	with	Hubble.	
	 The	finding	is	a	result	
of ongoing work to support 
NASA’s New Horizons mission, 
scheduled	to	fly	through	the	
Pluto	system	in	2015.	The	
mission is designed to provide 
new insights about worlds at 
the	edge	of	our	solar	system.	
Hubble’s mapping of Pluto’s 
surface and discovery of its 
satellites have been invaluable to 
planning for New Horizons’ 
close	encounter. 
 “This is a fantastic 
discovery,” said New Horizons’ 
principal investigator Alan 
Stern of the Southwest Research 
Institute	in	Boulder,	Colorado.	
“Now that we know there’s 
another moon in the Pluto 
system, we can plan close-up 
observations of it during our 
flyby.” 
 The new moon is 
located between the orbits of 
Nix and Hydra, which Hubble 
discovered	in	2005.	Charon	was	
discovered	in	1978	at	the	U.S.	
Naval Observatory and, using 
Hubble	in	1990,	first	resolved	as	
a	separate	body	from	Pluto.
	 “To	be	picky,	Charon	
is not a moon of Pluto,” notes 
galactic astrologer Philip 
Sedgwick, “because the center 
of gravity between the two does 
not	lie	within	the	body	of	Pluto.	
To	date,	the	IAU	has	made	
no	official	change	of	Charon’s	
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SFAA 
Membership 

Renewal
If you join or renew your annual 
membership in the South Florida 
Astrological	Association	(SFAA)	 
after	September	1st, 2011, the 
individual	fee	is	$59	($89	for	
a	couple).	If	you	join	after	
September, membership is pro-
rated	on	a	monthly	basis. 
 Membership entitles you 
to discounts on all SFAA lectures 
and workshops, and everything 
we	offer.
 If you are a new member, 
or if you haven’t renewed in 
four years, please download the 
application from our website, 
www.southfloridaastrology.com, 
sign	the	SFAA	Code	of	Ethics	and	
mail	it	in.

status from moon, though many 
contend the two to be a binary 
dwarf	planet	pair.	Perhaps	there’s	
risk	for	the	IAU	to	make	any	
changes	about	Pluto.	Surely,	they	
don’t want ‘the debate’ coming 
back	around.”
 The dwarf planet’s entire 
moon system is believed to have 
formed by a collision between 
Pluto and another planet-sized 
body early in the history of the 
solar	system.	The	smash-up	
flung	material	that	coalesced	into	
the family of satellites observed 
around	Pluto.	
 Lunar rocks returned to 
Earth from the Apollo missions 
led to the theory that our moon 
was the result of a similar 
collision between Earth and 
a	Mars-sized	body	4.4	billion	
years	ago.	Scientists	believe	
that	material	blasted	off	Pluto’s	
moons by micrometeoroid 
impacts may form rings around 
the dwarf planet, but the Hubble 
photographs have not detected 
any	so	far. 
 “This surprising 
observation is a powerful 
reminder of Hubble’s ability as 
a general purpose astronomical 
observatory to make astounding, 
unintended discoveries,” said 
Jon Morse, astrophysics division 
director at NASA Headquarters 
in	Washington. 
	 P4	was	first	seen	in	a	
photo	taken	with	Hubble’s	Wide	
Field	Camera	3	on	June	28th.	It	
was	confirmed	in	subsequent	
Hubble pictures taken on July 
3rd	and	July	18th.	The	moon	
was not seen in earlier Hubble 
images because the exposure 
times	were	shorter.	There	is	a	
chance it appeared as a very 

An artist’s concept of Pluto’s satellite system with newly discovered 
moon P4 highlighted.  Credit: NASA, ESA, and A. Feild (STScI) 

Pluto’s 4th 
Moon
(continued from page 7)

Credits: Hubble is a project 
of international cooperation 
between NASA and the 
European	Space	Agency.	
NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight	Center	in	Greenbelt,	
Md.,	manages	the	telescope.	
The Space Telescope Science 
Institute	(STScI)	in	Baltimore	
conducts Hubble science 
operations.	STScI	is	operated	
for NASA by the Association 
of	Universities	for	Research	
in	Astronomy	Inc.	in	
Washington.	

faint	smudge	in	2006	images,	but	
was overlooked because it was 
obscured. 
 
For images and more information 
about	Hubble,	visit:	http://www.
nasa.gov/hubble.	
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Nix and Hydra, roughly 
5,000	times	fainter	than	Pluto	
itself, are about two to three 
times as far from Pluto as its 
large	moon,	Charon,	which	
was	discovered	in	1978.	The	
nine-member discovery team 
selected the name Nyx for 
S/2005	P2,	the	inner	small	
satellite, and the name Hydra 
for	S/2005	P1,	the	outer	small	
satellite.	Because	asteroid	
3908	already	bears	the	Greek	
name Nyx, the International 
Astronomical	Union	(IAU)	
changed Nyx to its Egyptian 
equivalent,	Nix.
 In mythology,	Charon	
is the ferryman of Hades who 
carries souls of the newly 
deceased across the rivers Styx 
and Acheron that divided the 
world of the living from the 
world	of	the	dead.
 Nix is the goddess of 
darkness	and	night,	befitting	a	
satellite orbiting distant Pluto, 
the	god	of	the	underworld.	
Nix is also the mother of 
Charon,	relevant	to	the	giant	
impact believed to have 
created Pluto’s three satellites, 
indicating	Charon	was	born	of	
the material from which Nix 
formed.
 Hydra is the terrifying 
monster with the body of a 

serpent and nine heads, 
befitting	the	outermost	
Moon of Pluto, the ninth 
planet	in	the	solar	system.
 In addition, just as 
Pluto’s name begins with 
the	letters	“P”	and	“L”	to	
honor Percival Lowell, who 
motivated the search that 
led to its discovery, Nix and 
Hydra honor the search for 
new satellites and the New 
Horizons mission to Pluto 
by	starting	with	the	letters	
“N”	and	“H.”	The	first	
letter	of	Hydra	also	honors	
the Hubble Space Telescope 
that was used to detect the 
satellites.
 According to 
discovery team leader 
Mark	Showalter,	the	IAU	

The Mythology of the Names of Pluto’s Moons
will choose a name associated 
with Hades and the underworld 
from	Greek	mythology	for	P4.
 Bloggers from New 
Scientist magazine felt compelled 
to	suggest	their	own	names.	
Among	the	most	popular:	
Cerberus	(three-headed	hound	
that guarded the gates of the 
Underworld),	Acheron,	Styx,	
Hecate,	Erebus	(Greek	god	of	
darkness, brother and husband 

of Nyx/Nix), 
Persephone/
Proserpina, 
and – because 
there’s always 
(at	least)	one	
in every crowd 
– someone 
suggested that 
Pluto’s tiniest 
moon should 
be	named	Flea.

— Pat 
Morrissey/

Havlin

Charon (left), 
Nix (middle) and 
Hydra (bottom) 
are the
mythological 
namesakes of 
Pluto’s first 
three moons.



By Marilyn Muir, PMAFA
All Rights Reserved

Editors’ Note: Marilyn’s original 
article	was	written	for	non-
astrologers and astrologers 
alike with the purely technical 
data	placed	at	the	end.	Please	
go to this website to read the 
entire article, as she explains the 
signs and aspects that will help 
you understand this cardinal 
configuration	more	easily.	http://
ezinearticles.com/?World-Stress-
Escalates-to-the-Ridiculous 

When	this	article	was	first	
published, I had been reading 
many of the astrological columns 
about the then-upcoming 
astrological cardinal cross that 
I personally saw as primarily a 
cardinal	T-square.	Many	of	those	
readings were dire, and under 
the then-current economic and 
ecological crises, were scary to 
read.
 Please know that many 
of these aspects have occurred 
repeatedly through the course 
of world history and we are still 
alive,	inhabiting	this	planet.	
I was not discounting the 
potential	ramifications	of	this	
aspect or the individual stress 
factors.	All	that	was	very	real.	
However, I did think it would 
be a good idea to establish a 
premise to understand some of 
what was being published all 
over	the	internet.	

Each author’s take on 
“what it all means” is very 
individual, as it should be, as 
no two humans are ever 100% 
in	agreement	100%	of	the	time.	

As students of astrology we read 
not only the body of information 
with myriads of details we have 
filed	in	our	memory,	but	we	also	
read through our own perceptions, 
conclusions, biases, pet theories 
and cultural conditioning because 
we	are	human.

I thought for this article 
I would try to help you draw a 
mental picture of what is happen-
ing in the sky and describe each 
element	individually.	As	you	read	
various columns, I hope it will 
help you understand what is being 
said from the context of the overall 
picture.	We	know	what	happens	
to information when it is taken out 
of context, and this major cardinal 
aspect	is	no	exception.

Cardinal Signs & Cardinal Points
 
The points of initiation and 
activation are called “cardinal,” 
and the cardinal signs are Aries, 
Cancer,	Libra	and	Capricorn,	in	
that	order.	The	cardinal	points	
are 00 degrees of each cardinal 
sign.	It	is	not	an	accident	that	
these cardinal points occur at the 
equinoxes and the solstices of our 
earthly	seasons.

Pluto	was	the	first	planet	
to enter this 00 cardinal arena on 
January	26,	2008,	but	did	not	have	
any	playmates	at	the	time.	Instead,	
Pluto activated in individual 
wheels all over the world, people, 
corporations,	countries,	and	more.

For example, our country 
was hit hard in the economy/
financial	pattern.	Pluto	activated 
00	Capricorn	and	has	moved	
past the 00 point but is still close 
enough to participate in a major 
cardinal	aspect.	The	closest	it	

came to this group aspect was 
September 10, 2010, and then it 
started to move away from direct 
participation.	Because	Pluto	is	so	
slow moving, it will continue to 
participate as major aspects form 
but it has already played its own 
cards.	

Saturn entered 00 Libra 
on	October	30,	2009,	the	point	
of	the	square	to	Pluto.	Saturn	
went further into Libra and then 
retrograded	(moved	backward,	
an optical illusion caused 
by Earth’s perspective of the 
planets).	It	touched	that	00	Libra	
point again at the end of March 
and the beginning of April 
2010.	It	made	a	third	and	final	
connection to 00 Libra at the end 
of	July	2010.	Saturn	was	moving	
to complete its activation during 
this major cardinal aspect as was 
Pluto.

Uranus and Saturn 
had been having a 21-month 
Virgo/Pisces argument, one that 
kept our world, our country 
and its citizens in one heck of a 
mess	for	the	duration.	You	just	
had look around or watch the 
news as change and conformity 
battled	it	out.	This	opposition	
finished	with	that	particular	
argument but then moved into 00 
cardinal,	first	Uranus	into	Aries,	
then	Saturn	into	Libra.	They	
maintained this opposition in the 
sky for a brief time longer but the 
nature of the problem changed 
from the Virgo/Pisces lesson to a 
much	briefer	Libra/Aries	lesson.

Soon	thereafter,	Saturn	
moved forward, slowly moving 
out	of	aspect	with	Uranus.	That	
period of great stress became 
part of history, no longer current 

World Stress Escalated to the Ridiculous – The 
Astrological Cardinal T-square and/or Cross

A Teaching Article: Put Your Thinking Cap on!
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but	with	tendrils	of	unfinished	
nasty	business.

 
Mental Image	–	We	already	
know that Saturn in Libra 
squared	(challenge,	problem,	
obstacle)	Pluto	in	Capricorn	(see	
two points at a right angle to 
each	other).	Then	we	had	to	add	
Uranus	to	the	mix.	Uranus	had	
been opposing Saturn 
(bone	of	contention,	
division, point of 
confrontation) but 
was also squaring 
(challenge,	problem,	
obstacle)	Pluto.

For this mental 
image drop the visual 
of the mental square to 
redraw	the	pattern.	Try	
to mentally see Saturn 
and	Uranus	opposite	
each other with Pluto 
in the middle at right 
angles to both, the 
square	point.

If it is easier for 
you, see Aries opposite 
Libra	with	Capricorn	at	
the	square	position.	If	
you draw mental lines 
between the three, start 
with the opposition line between 
Saturn	and	Uranus,	then	place	
the squaring point at the center 
of	the	opposition	line.	It	should	
look like a large T in your mental 
image:	the	T-square.

Jupiter entered 00 Aries 
June	6,	2010,	as	I	wrote	the	
original	article.	There	it	joined	
Uranus.	Just	what	we	needed,	
more stress! The principle of 
expansion and enlargement 
teamed up with change, rebellion 
and revolution, just so they could 
contend	with	Saturn	and	Pluto.	
Thank goodness these aspects 
had relatively short time spans of 
power. 
 
Mental Image – Place Jupiter 

with	Uranus	on	the	mental	
T-square you have already 
constructed.	That	would	be	four	of	
ten planets on or near the critical 
00 cardinal points, with two in 
Aries, one in Libra and one in 
Capricorn.	This	is	what	the	articles	
and	commentaries	were	all	about.	
This	was	major	and	not	nice.

What could it mean?

Remember that we were in the 
middle of a major ecological 
disaster that was centered for that 
moment in the Gulf of Mexico but 
spread via the Gulf Stream around 
the tip of Florida and up the east 
coast of the North American 
continent? From there it could 
spread broadly into the Atlantic 
Ocean.	Many	of	the	weather	
functions on our news stations 
showed excellent educational 
projection	maps	for	this	oil	spill.		
 I live in an area where 
the Gulf Stream is well known 
to	the	citizens.	This	could	be	a	
major	environmental	factor	for	us.	
At	that	time,	37%	of	the	Gulf	of	

Mexico	was	closed	to	shipping.	
37%	of	the	Gulf...	with	the	spill	
enormous and growing, plus it 
was	headed	for	the	Atlantic.	This	
is	an	international	horror	show.

If you think this did not 
affect	you	personally,	remember	
that our oceans provide much 
of	our	food.	Think	hungry.	
Think	ecological	disaster.	Think	

economic	disaster.	This	
was	not	just	a	United	
States	problem.	This	
was	a	world	problem.

Each person 
should check their 
own wheel to see if 
they were personally 
involved.	Look	for	
positions at late 
mutable or 00 cardinal 
in	any	sky	map.

If the oil 
spill was not a good 
enough example of 
stress, look at the 
Israeli ship-boarding 
trauma-drama, the 
destruction of a South 
Korean vessel allegedly 
by North Korea, the 
constant terrorist 
activities and countless 

other	international	events.	It	
seems as though the world had 
taken leave of its senses, didn’t 
it? 

Just bear in mind that 
such	activations	have	a	specific	
duration; they do not go on 
forever.	We	just	have	to	do	the	
best we can with the lessons 
provided and know that we can 
work our way through them, 
hopefully	successfully.	It	would	
be lovely if we just learned 
from each experience instead of 
repeating the lessons we have 
not learned! 

Mars	—	Our	5th planetary 
contender	was	Mars.	Since	this	
is the planet that represents war, 
thank goodness it is really fast 
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moving, which translates to a 
shortened	activation	period.	
Mars tends to act like the second 
hand on a clock and can time a 
specific	activation	in	a	prolonged	
period	of	stress.	Mars	did	not	
retrograde while this 00 cardinal 
activation	took	place.

Again, 
retrograde is an 
optical illusion 
produced 
by our Earth 
perspective 
on planets’ 
movements that 
tends to expand 
activation 
periods.	In	this	
instance, less 
was	best.
              
However, 
because of 
its speed it 
activated this 
cardinal T-
square on three 
different	dates	
during the 
year:	

•  Mars joined Saturn in 00 Libra
    on July 30, 2010.
•  Mars joined Pluto in 00
				Capricorn	on	December 8,
     2010.	
•	 Jupiter	and	Uranus	were	
traveling	together.	Mars	
joined	Uranus	at	the	end	of	
January 2011, but Jupiter was 
moving quickly out of this 
T-square	picture	at	that	time.	

• On August 3, 2011, Mars 
entered	00	Cancer,	which	
sets	up	a	brief	and	different	
T-square because both Jupiter 
and Saturn were now out of 
the	picture,	and	Uranus	and	
Pluto had moved past the 00 
cardinal	T-square.

One last point – Any faster-

moving planet or eclipse that 
occupies	00	Cancer	could	turn	this	
major	T-square	into	a	grand	cross.
 The grand cross is more 
difficult	that	the	T-square	because	
all	four	points	demand	attention,	
and there is no clear space in 
which	to	respond.	T-squares	have	

an empty point that can be used 
for	a	solution	to	the	problem.	I	own	
two T-squares in my own wheel, so 
I would never underestimate their 
power	to	activate	stress.	Again,	
the grand cross is more stressful 
than	the	T-square.	A	faster-moving	
planet can act like a clock’s second 
hand and trigger events, as can 
Mars	or	an	eclipse	point.

I would not ordinarily be 
concerned about the Moon acting 
as	a	trigger,	but	it	is	possible.	
Faster moving reduces the time 
of	strongest	impact.	Yes!	They	
may activate but they will not last 
very long, more like a headline 
perhaps	than	another	disaster.	
Just be aware of the potential of it 
being a lit match, and that may be 
all it takes to tip the scales set by 
the	whole	pattern,	the	proverbial	

“straw that broke the camel’s 
back.”

For die-hard astrologers, here is 
the technical data affecting 00 
cardinal:
 Pluto entered 00 
Capricorn	January	26,	2008,	

retrograded in 
May and June 
2008,	entered	
00	Capricorn	
November 
27,	2008,	(just	
after	the	USA	
election) for a 
16-year	stay	and	
went retrograde 
and direct 
during August, 
September and 
October	2009.
 Pluto 
stationed direct 
at	2	Capricorn	
47	(close	but	
not exact) in 
September of 
2010.	Pluto	
has already 

finished	with	its	contribution	to	
00	cardinal.	The	other	planets	
involve Pluto in their activities 
through	orb	of	aspect.
Saturn entered 00 Libra October 
30,	2009,	retrograded	at	the	end	
of March/beginning of April 
2010.	Saturn	went	direct	the	end	
of	July	2010	and	quickly	finished	
with	this	major	cardinal	aspect.
		 Uranus	entered	00	
Aries the of end May 2010, 
stayed	briefly	in	00	Aries	then	
retrograded through mid-August 
2010	back	into	Pisces.	Uranus	re-
entered 00 Aries in March 2011 
for	a	seven-year	stay	in	the	sign. 
 Astrologers must keep 
watch	here	because	Uranus	
and Pluto stay in their square 
position beyond this 00 cardinal 
aspect.	Uranus	as	the	faster-

12	₋	The Keyhole, Fall Equinox 2011



moving planet will be the one to 
decide when the square to Pluto 
is	finished.	Other	faster-moving	
planets can set up short-term T-
squares.
  Jupiter entered 00 Aries 
on	June	6	2010,	retrograded	at	
00 Aries September 2010 and 
finished	the	00	Cardinal	passage	
at	the	end	of	January	2011.	It	
then ceased to be a factor in this 
aspect	pattern.	Watch	for	its	
entry	into	Cancer	for	potential	
re-involvement.
		 Mars	entered	00	Cancer	
August	26,	2009,	prior	to	the	
formation of the 00 cardinal 
aspect.	It	then	entered	00	Libra	
July	30,	2010,	and	did	not	
retrograde.	On	December	8,	
2010,	Mars	entered	00	Capricorn	
and	did	not	retrograde.	It	
continued to 00 Aries at the 
end of January 2011 and did 
not	retrograde.	Mars	entered	00	
Cancer	August	3,	2011,	and	did	
not	retrograde.

Other triggers – There was also 
a	Lunar	Eclipse	on	June	26,	
2010,	at	4	Capricorn	46,	widely	
squared the 00 cardinal point 
and within aspect to each body 
in	question.	Since	I	only	allow	5	
degrees for an eclipse, this was 
at the outside edge of allowable 
for me, but I did not trust it one 
bit!

More hidden but much 
closer was the out-of-sign Lunar 
Eclipse of December 21, 2010, 
at	29	Gemini	21	(round	it	up	to	
00	cardinal).	The	2011	eclipses	
(all	six	of	them)	did	not	trigger	
00 cardinal nor will the four 
eclipses	in	2012.	

In retrospect

This	was	an	incredibly	difficult	
time for our country and the 
world.	We	have	had	devastating	

economic turmoil, outrageous 
political considerations, rampant 
unemployment, disastrous 
personal	financial	crises,	war	
and rumor of war with surges of 
terrorism,	to	name	a	few	effects	of	
the	cardinal	(acute)	T-square	and/
or	grand	cross.

I would like to tell you that 
the	trouble	is	over,	but	Uranus	
and Pluto will continue to play 
square games with each other, and 
the	world	will	dance	to	their	tune.	
Other faster-moving planets that 
transit through late mutable and 
early	cardinal	in	Cancer	and	Libra	
can provide temporary triggers to 
the potential that exists of either 
a	T-square	or	a	grand	cross.	The	
positive here is the short-term 
effect.

About the Author

Marilyn Muir, PMAFA, is a past 
president of the South Florida 
Astrological	Association.	She	was	
born and raised in central New 
York	and	has	lived	in	Florida	for	40	
years.	As	an	ordained	minister,	she	
founded a metaphysical church 
and school, and taught in South 
Florida	for	many	years.	Marilyn	
started studying metaphysics 
in	1970	and	astrology	in	1973,	
and	began	teaching	in	1975.	She	
holds professional status with 
the American Federation of 
Astrologers,	Inc.	(PMAFA).

Over the years she has 
taught locally and nationally, had 
a live astrological television show, 
and was a radio and magazine 
columnist.	Since	retiring,	she	hosts	
workshops and private classes 
for national and international 
students.	She	is	a	Platinum	Level	
Expert Author with EzineArticles 
since	2009,	where	she	has	more	
than	112	articles	online.

Marilyn retired to research 
and	write.	Seven	books	are	

completed, with several others 
in varying stages of completion, 
plus three research projects 
underway with the intent of 
publishing.	One	is	a	second,	
larger book on all the presidents, 
another a serial killer study, 
and	third	a	soup	cookbook	(she	
makes	great	soup).	Can	you	tell	
she is eclectic in her interests?

Marilyn describes 
herself:	“Who	am	I?	I	am	a	
seeker,	innately	curious.	I	don’t	
like	superficial.	I	want	deep	
and	accurate.	I	want	to	know	
who mankind is, how we got to 
here, and what makes up our 
mental, spiritual, philosophical 
and	evolutionary	being-ness.	
I recognize each individual’s 
connection to the universe and 
consciously pursue my growth 
in	that	connection.	I	believe	we	
are in the throes of birthing a 
new age, one of knowledge and 
understanding and not just blind 
belief.	I	volunteered	to	be	here	
at	this	time	to	help	the	process.	
I am a child of the universe, 
interested in the universal, and 
want to grow into a worthy 
contribution	to	this	universe.

“I have been a child, 
sister, wife, parent, grandparent, 
great-grandparent, friend, 
student, teacher, business person 
–	all	the	ordinary	things	of	life.	
I have four grown children, 12 
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.	I	have	been	
blessed with many genuine 
friendships.”
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New Moon Gatherings

The New Moon’s Energetic 
News
Bagua
4736	N.W.	2nd	Ave.,	Miami
305-757-9857

Lynne Hyde hosts this 
meeting	at	7:30	p.m.	on	the	
Wednesday	or	Thursday	
closest	to	the	New	Moon.	
Local astrologers present each 
month.	Bring	your	chart.	If	
you need one, call Lynne at 
305-759-2202,	and	she’ll	print	
it	out	for	$5.

New Moon Group
10110	S.W.	66th	St.,	Miami
305-279-2569

Jeffrey	Brock	hosts	a	New	
Moon	group.	Contact	him	for	
upcoming dates, Brock120@
bellsouth.net.

Zodiac Lounge
The Standard Hotel
40	Island	Ave.,	Miami	Beach
305-673-1717

Lori Bell holds a New Moon 
group	every	month.	Contact	
her for dates, bellalori@gmail.
com.	

Conferences

Organization of Professional 
Astrology (OPA)
November 3-6, 2011
Ocean	Creek	Resort
Myrtle	Beach,	South	Carolina

receive	handouts.	At	least	three	
people need to be registered 
for a class in order for it to take 
place.
 Alice Kashuba
	 2101	N.W.	61st	Terrace		
 Hollywood, FL
	 954-894-8685
 alice@kashuba.com

Lectures/Workshops
Mark	Springle	offers	various	
lectures and workshops 
throughout	the	year.	For	more	
information, contact him at 
markspringle@gmail.com or 
visit him on the web at www.
markspringle.com or “friend” 
him	on	Facebook.

Ongoing Classes
10110	S.W.	66th	St.,	Miami
305-279-2569

Jeffrey	Brock	offers	a	variety	of	
classes	for	students	at	all	levels.	
Contact	him	for	upcoming	
topics and dates, Brock120@
bellsouth.net.

Readings

Virgo Vision
Nancy Beale specializes in 
natal	astrology.	Readings	by	
appointment.	Miami	area.	305-
807-5222	or	nancy.virgovision@
gmail.com.

Astrology & Tarot
Cate	Norris	reads	tarot	cards	as	
well as astrology charts in the 
Pembroke	Pines	area.	Contact	
her at sophia2012@comcast.net.

SFAA Astro-Calendar
Fall equinox 2011

There are a number of 
tracks from beginning 
astrology to business and 
evolutionary.	Certification	
tracks	are	included.	Details	
and registration on www.
opaastrology.com.

United Astrological 
Conference (UAC)
May 24-29, 2012
Marriott	Hotel,	New	Orleans

As	details	are	finalized,	check	
the websites of one of the 
sponsoring	organizations:	
AFAN,	ISAR,	NCGR	&	ACVA/
CVA.

Lectures/Classes

NCGR Meetings/Workshops
Ft.	Lauderdale	Airport	Hilton

3rd Saturday of the month 
from	October	through	May.	
Check	their	website,	www.
ncgrsouthflorida.org,	for	details.

Astrology Discussion Group
Alice Kashuba is hosting a 
series of astrology discussions 
on Tuesdays at her home in 
Hollywood.	Cost:	$20	per	class.

Oct.	4	–	The	Fairchild	Symbols
Oct.	11	–	The	Asteroid	Vesta
Oct.	18	–	Sabian	Aspect	Orbs
Oct.	25	–	Brief	Introduction	to		
	 				Phases	and	Cycles
Nov.	1	–	The	Nov./Dec.	Eclipses

Please pre-register in order to 
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Websites/Publications

Online Bookstore
Past SFAA President Marilyn 
Muir and Lyndy Bleser have 
launched their new online 
bookstore	website:	www.
inspiremebks.com.
     They would love it if you 
would visit and give some 
feedback	on	the	site.	You	
can leave your comments on 
the website or send them to 
mmuir@cfl.rr.com or 
inspiremebks.com@gmail.com.

The Fairchild Symbols
The Fairchild Symbols are a 
modern version of the Sabian 
Symbols and were created 
by Alice Kashuba and an 

anonymous	clairvoyant.	Alice	
sends out a weekly email on 
the	symbols.	If	you	would	
like to receive it, email her 
at alice@kashuba.com.	For	
further information, visit Alice’s 
website, www.astroviews.com.

Calling All 
Published Authors

Authors Kathy Overholt and Pat 
Morrissey/Havlin have registered 
for	a	table	in	the	UAC	Marketplace	
to	sell	their	astrological	books.
 If you have published an 
astrological or metaphysical book 
and would like to share the space, 
please contact overholtus@comcast.
net or patmorrisseyhavlin@gmail.
com.
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President Theodore 
Roosevelt kept his 

horoscope mounted on
a chess board in the

Oval Office.

When asked about it,
he would reply,

 “I always keep my 
weather eye on the 

opposition of my
seventh house Moon to 

my first house Mars.”


